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“This document is output fron a project funded by the Department for International Development
(DFID), U.K. for the benefet of the developing conutries. The views expressed are not necessarily
those of the Management Consultant or Department for International Development (DFID), U.K.”
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ABOUT ANHIL BHARTIYA SAMA SEWR SANSTHAN (ABSSS) CHITRAKOOT (U.P)

Philoso [Jﬁ_\' af ABSSS - ABSSS believes in Rachna (Creation) and Sangharsh (Non-Violence Struggle) to empower
the most marginalised and exploited sections. Hence, “Antya Ka Uday" - Rise of the last has been the core developmental
value statement of ABSSS by reflecting its meaning in all developmental interventions and initiatives to build a society where
adivasis, dalits and women get equal opportunity (socially, economically and culturally) to live and work with dignity.
VISION OF ABSSS - OurVision is “to see a prosperous society where all have equality, access o social justice and
opportunities for better livelihood.™

MISSION OF ABSSS - “Advocacy and lobbying forthe rights of adivasis and dalits and strengthen local institutions
inthe Bundelkhand Regiontoensure self empowerment for Sustainable Development.”

Goals and Strategies of the ABSSS

Goal 1 :To improve accessibility of tribal and dalits children and youth to basic education and

livelihood skills respectively
Strategies

*  Supportearly age (FE, NFE) and adult education based on local environment and culture;

*  Promote education based on human values, social cohesion and local culture;

*  To widen the range of knowledge and understanding of the social, economic and political system in order fo create
acritical awareness about the environment;

* Increase employment generation skills and options among youths.

Goal 2 :To minimise gender inequality and undertake proactive women empowerment initiatives
Strategies

* Effective redressal mechanism on women exploitation and atrocities against women;

* Promotion and strengthening of grassroots level women's organisations and networks to take up inequality and
empowerment related issues;

* Increased participation of women in Gram Sabhas and PRIs;

* Increased access by women to easy credit for creation of productive assets and income generation opportunities;

* |Increased access by women to basic health support services.

* Toimprove the health status of women and children of dalit, tribals and backward communities

* Toensure that people have access to better health, education and sanitation in villages.

Goal 3 : To improve the socio- economic and political conditions of the tribal and dalits and
facilitate them to have increased control over natural resources and its optimal utilisation
Strategies

*  Land and water resource management & development;

*  Improve rain-water harvesting and percolation for improving agricultural productivity;

*  Promotion of agro-based support services;

*  Value addition to local natural resources and marketing options;

* Improve scope for inform income generating activities;
Goal 4 :To improve community participation in local planning and strengthen of PRIs for increased

access to and use of developmental resources;
Strategies

*  Capacity building of Gram Sabhas and PRIs;

*  Strengthening of Gram Sabha members for their active participation and decision-making in local governance
process;
Promotion of community managed village development information centres;
Information dissemination on power of Gram Sabha and their role in mobilising resources for local area




Goal 5: To strengthen the civil society and improve their access over information and opportunities

Strategies - » Strengthening of individuals, CBOs and networks to act as catalyst and pressure groups;

< Strengthening of local cadres and volunteers to identify and find solutions to address local prblems effectively;

Goal 6: To promote and undertake necessary actions for protecting social justice and fundamental rights among

tribal and dalits

Strategies - + Situation assessment and documentation of ground realities to highlight violation and denial of
social justice and fundamental rights;

*  Network with local civil society institutions and strengthen alliance to identity issuesin relation to human rights violations;
* Interface and exchange of information between the target groups and the government machinery;

*  Public hearings between the effected families and concerned administration;

* Issue based campaign and lobbying at both micro and micro level for redressal;

* Highlighting ofissues by using local media and various other mediums; and

* |Legal support and facilitation to effected families in the form of taking up both individual and common cases with judiciary.
Goal 7 :To create a sustainable environment by influencing public policy at state level on pro-poor
livelihood and human rights issues

Strategies

*  Promotion of ahuman rights resource centre to act as human rights violation watch-dog and support centre;

* Awareness building and sensitisation among tribal and dalits about their fundamental right to livelihood;

* ssuebased advocacy and lobbying of issues with government bureaucrats and legislative members;

*  Policy advocacy to influence government pelicies on common issues;

* Public interest Litigations to draw attention of the judiciary for giving legal direction to concerned government machinery
for action and policy change;

*  Workshops and seminars on pro-poor livelihood support and human rights related issuesinregularinterval |

Developmental Priorities - ABSSS has the following three development priorities that are core to its intervention
process and on which other programme-wise thematic intervention issues are based to address widespread poverty
and deprivation that is rampant in the targeted programme locations :

*  Improvement and upliftment of Tribals & Dalits in the materials situation such as provision for minimum livelihood
opportunities; opportunities for culturally sound and value based education; provision for basic health support &
improved environment

*  Human rights protection, advocacy & legal support to reduce social imbalance and inequality among tribal and dalits;

*  Networking with like-minded civil society groups and make them proactive in addressing human rights and rural

entittement issues in Bundelkhand region;
Strategic Issues

* Developing of a long-term perspective action plan on Bundelkhand regien in relation to livelihood issues, education,
healthcare, sustainable agriculture, natural resource management, poverty, social exclusion and deprivation among
tribals and dalits;

* Masco and Macro level Policy advocacy and intervention in relation violation of basic rights among tribal;

* Strengthening the local cadres, social entrepreneurs among dalits and tribal; and

* Networking with local civil society organisations and concerned citizens for identification critical iissues to undertake joint
actions with object oriented focused programme interventions.
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